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Town of Duxbury

At a Speclad Town Meetlng on
Juue 11, 1904, It was voted that the
Selectmon Investigniv the motter of
Ore protection in uther towns and

report at the acxt annual Town Meel™ “gom
Informal vote,
was carried unanimously: “That ft,

s advisable that the fire upparatus’

ingg. The nllowing

be poid for partly by the Town and

parlly by (he property owners in eacl’

aeclion.” |

By 1905 Llisha Peterson was in
charge of a lire wagon Lthal woa Kept
loaded  with extingulshers,
calg, 1 barrel of water, pails, shovels
wnd other eynipment. According to
Mr. lorteuse 1. Merry. who came
here in 1899 afier taking port lu the
Spunish-Amertean War (he was born
In Nova Scolia), there war vo real
fire department at the time, This
does ot mean (bat there had nol
previoualy Leen u fire department of
same kind, for the records show that
in 1834 and 1R36 two Hunneman
hand-engines wera purcbavad. LEben:
N, Briggs, our prerent Fire Chiet,!
showed us n photostal of ao 1835
transuction thus paid: “Nec. of Gor-!
shom Bradford Esq. Treasurer for!
the Town of Duxbury, six hundred
& elghly two dollarg and £8 conts for
the payment of Mr. Hunnceman's
bill for a fire Engine for the Town

.. 9f Duxbury, which we the Subscrib.

ers were. appolnied DY sal
purchase.’”” (We reproduce ihis re-
celpt just as it was written).

Heory Wadsworth and Meleg Keen:
were on the board of engineers at
the time of these purchasges. There:
werg 29 men {n the No, | company,
27 In No. 2.
Ume were BElbrldge (handler,

Tha Selectmen nt the.
Dan-:

fel B. Rosworth and Samuel Al.well.l

01d Hand-Tulyw R
Just what transpired between 1834

Department at Turn of Century

cheml-’

own L0 =

cm. _Blte_of Ol Fngine Houxe

The Sclectmen appolated a bodrd '
of engineers, anil Fredorick R. Koapp:
wag named chiel engineer. There ig
] ""Freder-
frk Knapp or Hortense AMerry was
the firat fire chief of Duxbury. hut
from all that we could learn from i
perusing the town reporls, the termo
chof of the Arg department was not
used untfl Me’ Merry was given the
thle. It bolls down to a muiter of
uomenclature.. For_al)_practical pur-
poses, Duxbury’s first fire chief seems
tn huve heen Frederick R, Knapp, to
be aucceeded Ly Eden Souls, Hor-!
tense Merry and Eben Brigrs.

It was Mr. Knapp who first recom-
menddt-that large nreas of woodland
be diflded. into gmaller _sections by
fire lines. A MHne of cleared earyi;
one or two feet wide, on which to
start back flres. Would In many cases
enable a amall force of men with ex-
tingulshers (o stop’ o atrong fire
which- they would be powerless ‘to
chec‘k orth‘erwlse." These were the
worda _of Mr. Knapp as quoted in a
‘Fown Keport dnle£ ?iau'imry 1.71906.

The Fire Engineers Board was
organized on Mareh 7, 1906, A new
engine house was bniit.for Engine
No. 1 on land adjoining the present
slte ‘of the Libraty. " (Ddlare (hfe I
brary wae bullt the Town Officea,
WOW woved: across the- . occ-
Died the site). At this time My,
Knapp was called chief engineer.
Two captains were named to organize
companies composed of 20 mon each,
and at thia time a plot of land_mea-

-suring 40- by 136-feet-wae: purehased.

on Chestnut St. near Dopot St. to
houae Engine No. 2, In 1906 Duxhury
h res-flre’' wagons aund--\wo pri-
vate ones. It was decided that the
most sorviceable wagons were thoge

und 1947, when a 750-gallon pumper fitted with ?.xtlnslllshern. a water
was added'to Duxbury’s fre-fighting parze], .and. “light enough for one

cquipment, Adhedy seems Lo Know,
and (his brief account Is nt hest a
gketch of conditions since theturn of
the century. The 760-gnllon pumper.
which replaced the 1923 Brockaway,
carries ‘1200 feet’ of" two and one-
1alf tach hose. and his a ladder and
a 150-gallon booster tank with 250
feot of booster hose. It is a far cry

from the two hand-tubs which weref -

bought fhore than 40 vears ago, and
whieh are presently stored in a barn
on Standish St. Today Lhe Fire De-
partment has three engines. The
Torest Fire Wepartment has five. and
there is also n fire rescue boat.
Ageording to Mr, Jlerlense Merry.
certnfu Duxbury citizens” were stir-
red up when Alexander Wadsworth's
house on Washington St. burned
early in ihis century. He says tbat
Captain Alexander's widow igft some
bot-ashes in a wooden contalner in
the ghed.”™ A fire wus started that
burned unchecked because-''we had
to stand around bhelpless watching
it. We dldn’'l have adequate equip-
‘meot. Later, at a Town Meeting. the
people voted to buy two hand-en-

with a rort of fence rail on the side.”

“With fow exceptions, thérs have
n- 00 T0ally. spectaculdr, firea_in

axburyi{and let’'s preserve this rec-
~Heara's .a_typieal antry,-

the 19Q8 Town .Repayt:. “Dur-

g-tho: yoor 1908 Engine' No. 1 re-
bt i

.- - g§ines s horse.drapy hand-pumpers.




' fires,” Signed Capt. H. E. Merry.”

By 1814 the town hud a Forest
Fire Department. '‘Wheun the-iown
can &

thun ali the rest of the apparatus,™
read an eniry in the 1914 Town He-
port. 1n 1916 Hortenso E. Merry auc-
ceaded Eden W. Soule, and was later
deslgnated fire chief. On the board

uck—-proporiy
equipped, that would be worth more

the yotngsters.
Merey

Wl o BT
.. Mr. Ny waaltoo t:10°ay
mich about.it, butswe lakened Tropt
another source-that: he ingggurated

custom of having honorary mombers.
And whop the firet Duzb; yo-wa
sparked the ldea..-‘-pnioi'nod-ge pro-
gram on the fleld days and the mus-
tora ony firemen: 19od-10:-RRVe.:. -

It {8 an honor today to belong to
wsmwﬁwrn"'ﬁ?mm' G Frofl

of engioeers were James L. Me-
Nought, Charles R. Crocker and Le-.
Roy M. Peterson. In 1918 Mr, Merry
asked for an appropristion for motor-
driven piece of apparatus for South
Duxbury “'as there anro practlcally no
horaes available.”

Perbaps Duxbury's worst 4ro loes
came in 1921 when historic Ford’s
Store, - *“America’s st department
store.” was burhed. As late ad 1923,

had two Hres to. ight at. onco-,

Mr. Merry in 1942 was suceo
by Ebeo N. Briggs, who s carrying
on the fine traditions inaugurated by
his predecessor. Mr. Merry likes to
reminisce about the old days “whén

-

down to hot cofed, doughuuts and
cheese.” in lils 39 yeara of fre-Bght-
ing in Duxbury, be saw drama.

from tbe Winsor House) burned, five
ladiotning honses. were AL
puroing. ‘''And,” saye Jr. Merry,
“there was for a tlie no waler.
Tho Jacob Sever house was ignited
by sparks. Mr. Merry can remembor
having 1o break into three houses at
the fire to got buckets of water. He
also remembers that Jake Sever and
156 O'Brien, whuge house was also
singed, eact douated vbecks of $50
to the fire department for a job well
done. R

There is no spuce to list_ men wWho
served the fre depuriment without
pay for a score of years, ot the fuu
the fire-fighters had when they tried

to see which company eugine could
squirt water the fartheet. Mr, Merryy
'recalla the arson case. when a nmao |

‘named Lombardia got five years for

trying to defraud an insurance Com-;

pany by burntng his house. He also
remembers those Christmases durlagg
the depression wheu the tire depart.
ment galhered, ‘repaired, anld painted
toys f6r meedy kiddies of the towil

the t6wn was still handicapped if it;

adeti'-

we used to drill every night, then sit; bers.

When the L. P. Soule housc (across,

0
WhAt “WE tbuld_ gather rom i quick
look-gee at the records, it always has
been. It's_an institution,-not-merely-
'a group of paid employeds,

. KIWANIS CLUB
Duxbury Kiwanis held its regular
weekly meeting at White Bros, Res-
taurant on Wednesday, July 26, at
£7-15 p.m. The meoling was opened
by president Thomas Kentey, with
81, membera, two.visiting members ]
and "two visitors present.
4ho Invocation .by the Rev.
Mr. Carl Hall, rotiring Chaplaifi of
Duxbury Kiwanis, a deliclous steak
dinner was served. Mr. John Cutler
wmd ~Mr— Henry “Foeley Wio “wére
i guests; wers.mtroddced totbe mem-

District Secretary, George Who-
riskey. of Cambridge ond QGeorge
' Parker of Marsfleld Kiwanis were
agaln weltomed to the meetling. and
mombers heartily recelved a8 & new
| member _and _fatyre. chaplain of the
olub, the Rev, Mr. Willlam S. An-
thony. It waa announced at the
meeoting that the New England Dia-
{trict Couvention would take place
tat Hotel Grlswold on Séptember 7-
10_in.Naw.London, Conp._ President
Thomas Kenny, Jr., vice-president
Robert Finneran and Pjerce Murphy
were nominated and chosen as dele.
| gates to this mesting.’ Alternate
delegates were John Marshall, Win-
sor White and Frederick Reed.

After acceptance of Mr. Al Mo
triuz's kind offer to ftage a denefit
! performance for the Kiwanis Ald to
1 Youth. Rund, the meeting. was ad-
! journedl.at 3:40 p.m. .
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